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APEC App Challenge 2020 Rules & Requirements

The 2020 APEC App Challenge invites participants to use their software development and
design skills to build products that help elderly internet users engage with the digital economy.
The challenge will require developers tc address issues faced by elderly individuals in searching
for and locating services, communicating with service providers, and/or buying and selling
products.

Rules for the 2020 APEC App Challenge

Eligibility — Eligible teams must be nationals and current residents of APEC economies. Teams
must consist of two individuals who are available to travel to Malaysia for the duration of the App
Challenge, and team members may not be replaced following their selection as participants. All
participants are required to be present at the venue in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia for the
App Challenge and award ceremony, arriving on April 17 and staying through April 20, 2020.
The winning team may be asked to attend a subsequent APEC Senior Officials’ Meeting later in
2020.

Selection — Only the teams expressly selected by The Asia Foundation may participate in the
App Challenge. For teams traveling to Malaysia from other APEC economies, The Asia
Foundation will provide travel and accommodation expenses for one team per qualifying
economy up to ten economies, pursuant to the rules and obligations in the International Travel
section below. In order to be eligible for sponsorship, all participants must provide signed copies
of the APEC App Challenge Letter of Agreement to the relevant program managers at The Asia
Foundation. Teams will be selected for the App Challenge based on their technical competence,
entrepreneurial drive, and communication skills, as demonstrated by their application materials
and interview. The Asia Foundation will limit the tofal number of participants in the App
Challenge to no more than fifteen teams.

Intellectual Property — Producis and prototypes submitted by participants in the App Challenge
must be the participants’ own work, and may not infringe on the intellectual property rights of
any third parties, nor be subject to claims of ownership by the participant's employer or learning
institution. Participants submitting ideas and solutions o the App Challenge must also agree to
allow their ideas and solutions to be incarporated into a final demonstration product for APEC
Economic Leaders’ Week in November 2020. Code must be fully original and previously
unpublished, with exceptions allowed for public APls and open source code, provided such
code is released under an open and non-restrictive license. Products that are built on top of an
existing proprietary platform, including those built or owned by the participant, should still exist
as original and independently operable products.



APEC App Challenge 2020 Rules & Requirements

Promaotional Rights — Products, prototypes, and mockups created by participants for this App
Challenge may be used by The Asia Foundation, APEC, the Malaysia APEC 2020 Coordination
Authority, or Google for promotional purposes before, during, and after the event. The
participant's name, likeness, photograph, voice, video, hometown, and biography may be used
in promotional materials, press releases, and other publicity related to the App Challenge event.
Should APEC request branding and recognition for awarding the 1st prize to a participating
Team, the Team agrees to place branding within the winning app that acknowledges APEC's
support — e.g. “This app was developed during the APEC App Challenge.”

Code of Conduct — All participants will be asked to adhere to a code of conduct that will require
that submissions:

« must be entirely the original work of the entrants;

» must not contain anything that is or may be construed as: (i) threatening, harassing,
degrading or hateful, {ii) defamatory; (iii) fraudulent or tortious; (iv) obscene or otherwise
objectionable; or (v} protected by copyright, trademark or other proprietary right without
the express prior consent of the owner of such right; and

o must not contain any material that would give rise to criminal or civil liability or that
encourages conduct that constitutes a criminal offense.

Rights and Trademarks — Participants will retain full ownership of the products they create
during the App Challenge. However, under the terms of the challenge, APEC will have specified
usage and branding rights.

International Travel — In consultation with the selected participants, The Asia Foundation will
arrange for round trip economy class international airfares between the participants’ city of
origin and Keta Kinabalu, Malaysia, as well as airport transfers between Kota Kinabalu
International Airport and the event venues within the araa. It is the policy of the Foundation that
grant recipients fly on economy class tickets via the most direct and least expensive route. The
cost of any deviations will be at the participant's own expense.

Accommodations / Meals — The Asia Foundation will provide local accommeodations for all
international participants as well as for Malaysian teams that are traveling from outside of the
Kota Kinabalu region. In addition, The Asia Foundation will provide meals during the event, and
for meals and related expenses not covered during the App Challenge, participanis will be
provided with a fixed stipend to cover costs during the remainder of the event period.

Health and Accident Insurance Coverage — The Asia Foundation will enroll participants in its
group health and accident insurance plan. Please note that the Foundation does not assume
financial liability for any medical expenses that you may incur. Participants must complete a
Designation of Beneficiary Form and return it to this office.



APEC App Challenge 2020 Rules & Requirements

Personal Opinions — Any statements, writing or materials developed by participants in
connection with this program shali clearly state that the opinions expressed are those of the
writer only and do not necessarily reflect the policy or position of The Asia Foundation.

Cancellation Policy — Should a participant be unable to participate in the program for any reason
or due to its cancellation or termination, or should a participant receive assistance from other
sources for the same purposes as the Foundation's grant, the Foundation reserves the right to
claim a refund.

Visas — The Asia Foundation will work with Malaysia Immigration authorities to ensure that
international participants arrive and depart Malaysia smoothly. The Asia Foundation will provide
any supporting documentation that may be needed in order to facilitate participants’ visa
applications and will reimburse any applicable expenses related to procurement of visas for this
avent.

General Terms and Conditions for Software Products

Participants will deliver a functional web or mobile solution to the App Challenge designed for
use by the target audience. Mobile, web or any platform app will be accepted; however we
suggest building Android or Web apps, due to the installed user base in APEC economies. You
may use any programming language(s) or framework(s). Use of Git or other version tracking is
strongly encouraged.

Please note that fully-functional and near-production-ready apps will be preferred over
prototypes or proofs-of-concept. It is expected that the winning app may be deployed to
production following the conclusion of the challenge, with support from APEC, The Asia
Foundation, and partners.

IMPORTANT: Products which offer limited or no functionality when decoupled from proprietary
external APls and services are strongly discouraged. While third -party integrations are
expected, they should serve to amplify or extend an application’s existing, stand-alone features.
Judges and evaluators will carefully examine each application and assess the degree to which
submissions require third-party integrations in order to offer a basic level of functionality. If it is
determined that a submitted application’s only functional features require fees and/or
subscription payments to access proprietary external services, then these submissions will not
be considered for awards.
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April 18 - 19, 2020
Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia

Bring your best ideas to the 2020 APEC App Challenge to
build a more inclusive digital economy.
N
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Join the Challenge!

About

How can APEC’s software developers serve aging
communities?

In 2017, about 10% of the population across APEC was aged 65 and above, This
percentage will increase to 25% by 2050. During APEC in 2020, many high-level
discussions will take place concerning this trend, and “Smart Living for an Aging
Population” has been highlighted as a priority area for policymakers and trade officials. As
the 2020 APEC Host Economy, Malaysia aims to continue promoting and mainstreaming
efforts across different APEC fora to leverage technology and policies that benefit the
region’s growing senior community.

The 2020 APEC App Challenge will require participants to use their software development
and design skills to seek technology solutions that fit within the APEC Malaysia 2020
theme and its priorities. The “siiver economy” - an expanding market for goods and
services catering to the growing number of elderly across Asia - presents opportunities for
young innovators to develop exciting new digital products and services. Teams are
encouraged to develop their own ideas and innovative solutions with an emphasis on
creative, age-sensitive, mobile apps that are easy to understand and highly usable. The
team with the most compelling application will be awarded first prize and considered for
additional support and recognition.

Challenge

https:ffwww.apec.org/App-Challenge/2020 2/6
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APEC App Challenge 2020

Build products that help elderly people live healthier and
more productive lives

The 2020 APEC App Challenge will help empower the aging society, enrich their lives, and
promote their general wellbeing. App Challenge participants will build new mobile and
web tools that address these issues, using a range of different digital technologies.

Developers who take on this challenge will craft solutions that address the following
questions;

 Health and independence: How can mobile apps promote the health and
independence of elderly populations?

» Productivity: How can mobile apps help engage the elderly in activities that
contribute to the economy?

In addition, these solutions must be crafted in ways that address the challenges older
people face when using internet-enabled mabile technologies. These challenges include
addressing a lack of digital literacy; maintaining a high degree of online safety and
security; addressing user experience issues such as a lack of familiarity with modern Ul/UX
design and gesture-based interactions; and bridging gaps that arise due to hearing
impairment, vision loss, and other age-related issues.

Process

Eligibte teams must be nationals and/or residents of APEC economies. Teams must consist
of two individuals, and team members may not be replaced after selection as finalists. All
finalists are required to be in Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia for the App Chalienge on April 18
and 19, 2020.

Finalists will retain full ownership of the products they create during the App Challenge.
However, under the terms of the challenge, APEC will have specified usage and branding
rights,

Participants do not need to define or build any part of their intended solution at the time
of application. However, applicants will be evaluated based on their technical competence,
understanding of the needs of elderly users, willingness and ability to take a product to
market, and willingness to conduct independent user research and analysis.

Detailed rules and requirements are posted here.
1.Registration
March 5, 2020

Individuals interested in participating in this challenge should form teams of two and
submit an application to The Asia Foundation with their (Vs and links to past work.
Reviewers may contact applicants for an interview.

2. Selection

hitps:/fwww.apec.org/App-Challenge/2020
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APEC App Challenge 2020
March 16, 2020

A select number of the most qualified teams will be chosen as finalists, and will begin a
period of preparation and research ahead of the App Challenge. Our evaluation rubric
evaluation equally weighs 1} technical competence 2) entrepreneurial drive and 3)
communication skills.

3. Ideation
March 16 - Aprit 5, 2020

Before the App Challenge begins, finalist teams will be expected to define the specific
"pain point(s)" their solution will address and their overall product vision. The vision
should be justifiable based on existing data or the finalists’ own interactions and
discussions with prospective users. Finalists will receive support throughout this "ideation”
phase from The Asia Foundation team.

4, Hackathen
April 18 and 19, 2020

Finalists will travel to Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia with all travel, lodging, and incidental
expenses paid by The Asia Foundation. During the 24-hour App Challenge event, finalist
teams will work to complete their ideas.

5. Pitches
April 19, 2020

Finalist teams will demonstrate their newly completed products for a panel of judges and
an audience that will include APEC policymakers up to the ministerial level, as well as
entrepreneurs and development actors from around the region. Pitches will occur on April
19, and winners will be announced the same day.

6. Going To Market

" June - November, 2020

All finalists are encouraged to continue to refine their products and eventually take them
to market. The winning team will receive support from The Asia Foundation and Google to
pilot their product with users during summer and fall 2020.

Frequently Asked Questions

How long will the event in Malaysia be?

Teams from outside Kota Kinabalu need to arrive by the afternoon of 17 April 2020 and
leave on 20 April 2020. Teams from Kota Kinabalu/Sabah should be available from the
evening of 17 April 2020 to the evening of 19 April 2020.

Are flights and accommodation covered?

https:/fwww.apec.org/App-Challenge/2020 48
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APEC App Challenge 2020

Yes, we will provide round trip tickets between your city and Kota Kinabalu, transfers from
BKI airport to the event venue, and accommodation from 17-20 April 2020 (three nights),

Is there any technology restriction?

No, you can build with any technology that you're familiar with. However, submissions that
can rapidly deploy and scale up will be given greater consideration. For this reason,
products that effectively integrate with or are built on top of popular e-commerce
platforms and tools may be preferred over products that attempt to reinvent the wheel”

Does my entry have to be a new app?

Yes, you must build the app starting from the time you are confirmed as participants in this
APEC App Challenge, not before. You may build the app on top of an existing, general
platform or API, provided that your submission to the App Challenge provides novel and
significantly different functionality than what is provided by the basic platform or AP,

Why is this called an ‘app challenge’ instead of a 'hackathon'?

Unlike a typical hackathon, we allow participants to start designing and building their app
before coming to Malaysia, starting from the moment you are confirmed as participants. In
Malaysia, we will have a hackathon-like overnight session with mentors on hand for you to
finalize your product and prepare your pitch,

Are teams restricted to two members only?

You can receive help from more than two persons while you are developing the app, but
only two persons from each team can attend our final event, Others can support you
remotety, but only these two teammates will be publicly listed as participants in the
challenge and/or receive prize packages.

Is this event restricted to developers and designers only?

If you wish, you may receive help from designers, marketers, or others while building your
app. However, during the hackathon in Malaysia you will be finalizing the app, not building
the idea, and so we suggest you only bring developers or designers who can actually work
on finishing the app.

Do pitches have te be in English?

Yes, all pitches to the judges must be made in English.

Awards & Prizes

Participants will demonstrate their work before a panel of expert judges who will select a
first, second, and third prize winner. The top three teams will receive cash prizes of:

« US$3000 for the first place team
+ US$2000 for the second place team
o US$1000 for the third place team

https://www.apec.org/App-Challenge/2020
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The first prize winners will be recognized at the APEC MRT Symposium on April 20th
alongside senior leadership from the government of Malaysia and the APEC Secretariat. An
official award ceremony may take place at an APEC Symposium event attended by
economic leaders and international press corps.

All finalists will receive an all-expenses-paid trip to Malaysia for the APEC App Challenge
gvent. Other fun and interesting prizes will be announced closer to the date of the event.

Partners

Asia-acific
Economic Cooperation QI'ZEEA%%?R

- Google

@

The Asia Foundation

Contact

Questions may be sent to Drew Hasson, Program Officer at The Asia Foundation:

drew.hasson@asiafoundation.org
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Software Developers

APEC App Challenge

Putrajaya, Malaysia, 24 February 2020

Issued by the APEC Secretariat

Talented software developers and designers from all the
21 APEC member economies are invited to apply for the
2020 APEC App Challenge. The region-wide coding
competition, supported by APEC, The Asia Foundation,
and Google, will be held on 18-19 April in Kota
Kinabalu, Malaysia, on the sidelines of the APEC
Ministers Responsible for Trade Meeting.

In line with the priority area selected by Malaysia for
APEC 2020, Inclusive Economic Participation through Digital Economy and Technology, the competition will require
participants to build innovative mobile apps and platforms that empower the aging society and enrich their lives.

Participants will have just 24 hours in Kota Kinabalu in which to compete their products, after which they will pitch t
ideas to a panel of judges. Winners will receive cash prizes and other exciting opportunities. “

https:Ilwww.apec.orglPresslNews-ReIeasesl2020/0223_APP
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“The competition is designed to encourage new ideas and innovative thinking around an important challenge facing the
Asia-Pacific region: how to allow for adoption of technology among aging populations to enable them to connect, create
and contribute amid rapid economic and technological change, said Hairil Yahri Yaacob, Chair of the 2020 APEC Senior
Officials.

“The proportion of APEC’s population that is aged 65 and above will increase from about 10 percent in 2017 to 25 percent
by 2050 explained John Karr, the Asia Foundation’s senior director for technology. “New technologies such as artificial
intelligence and robotics are creating new jobs but at the same time making many others obsolete.”

As the 2020 host economy, Malaysia aims to promote and mainstream efforts across APEC fora to Leverage technology and
policies that benefit the region’s growing senior community.

To join the APEC App Challenge, interested developers should submit an application form demonstrating their technical
competence, entrepreneurial drive and communication abilities.

Teams of two individuals will be invited to join the competition, and travel and lodging expenses will be fully covered.
Applicants should be citizens and current residents of APEC member economies.

For more information and to apply to join the challenge, visit the webpage: www.apec.orgf{App-Challenge.

HH#

For further details, please contact:

Masyitha Baziad +65 9751 2146 at mb@apec.org
Michael Chapnick +65 9647 4847 at mc@apec.org

More on APEC meetings, events, projects and publications can be found on www.apec.org, You can
aiso follow APEC on Twitter and join us on Facebook, Linkedin.

Latest news ' See more >

Challenge Met: Regional Dialogue APEC Needs to Look Beyond Numbers,  Gathering in Putrajaya Opens Year of
during an Quibreak Bring Concrete Benefits to People Optimizing Human Potential

A
Follow APEC: f in ¥ !
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Talented software developers and designers from all the 21 APEC member economies are
invited to apply for the 2020 APEC App Challenge. The region-wide coding competition,
supported by APEC, The Asia Foundation, and Google, will be held on 18-19 April in Kota
Kinabalu, Malaysia, on the sidelines of the APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade Meeting.

In line with the priority area selected by Malaysia for APEC 2020, /nclusive Economic
Participation through Digital Economy and Technofogy, the competition will require participants to
build innovative mobile apps and platforms that empower the aging society and enrich their lives.,

Participants will have just 24 hours in Kota Kinabalu in which to compete their products, after
which they will pitch their ideas to a panel of judges. Winners will receive cash prizes and other
exciting opportunities.

“The competition is designed to encourage new ideas and innovative thinking around an
important challenge facing the Asia-Pacific region: how to allow for adoption of technology among
aging populations to enable them to connect, create and contribute amid rapid economic and
technological change,” said Hairil Yahri Yaacob, Chair of the 2020 APEC Senior Officials.

“The proportion of APEC’s population that is aged 65 and above will increase from about 10
percent in 2017 to 25 percent by 2050,” explained John Karr, the Asia Foundation's senior
director for technology. “New technologies such as artificial intelligence and robotics are creating
new jobs but at the same time making many others obsolete.”

As the 2020 host economy, Malaysia aims to promote and mainstream efforts across APEC fora
to leverage technology and policies that benefit the region’s growing senior community.

To join the APEC App Challenge, interested developers should submit an application form
demonstrating their technical competence, entrepreneurial drive and communication abilities.

Teams of two individuals will be invited to join the competition, and travel and lodging expenses

will be fully covered. Applicants should be citizens and current residenis of APEC member
economies.

For more information and to apply to join the challenge, visit the webpage: www.apec.org/App-
Challenge.

H###

For further details, please contact:

Masyitha Baziad +65 9751 2146 at mb@apec.org
Michael Chapnick +65 9647 4847 at mc@apec.ory

hitps:/fwww.apec.org/Press/News-Releases/2020/0223_APP 313






